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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10, 13-20 and 24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kim (US Patent 6,546,002). 

Regarding claim 1, Kim discloses a method of sharing consumer information 
between consumers via a communications network (see col.4 lines 10-16) that 
comprises a data store accessible by a plurality of terminals (see 140, fig. 13,14) each 
associated with a respective consumer, the method comprising: 

a providing consumer entering (see col. 8 lines 6-22, col. 12 lines 55-64) 
information about a product, service or supplier into their terminal and uploading ( see 
col.11 line 49 through col. 12 line 6, "transmit a request" corresponds to "uploading") that 
information to the data store; 

classifying the entered information into channels, each channel relating to a 
particular consumer issue about the product, service or supplier (see col. 12 lines 39-54, 
"event handler" corresponds to "channel relating to a particular consumer issue"); 

storing the classified information (see col.5 lines 55-66); and 
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storing a profile of a requesting consumer that identifies the channels 
corresponding to consumer issues of interest to the requesting consumer (see col.5 
lines 55-66); 

wherein the requesting consumer enters a request for information about the 
product, service or supplier into their terminal, and in response to the request, 
information is download to the requesting consumer if that information relates to the 
product, service or supplier and was classified into any of the channels defined by the 
requesting consumer's profile (see col.5 lines 55-66, col.1 1 line 44 through col. 12 line 
64 and col.1 6 lines 1-64). 

Regarding claim 2, Kim discloses the requesting consumer's profile is stored on 
the network and is retrieved from storage in response to the request for information (see 
col. 16 lines 1-19). 

Regarding claim 3, Kim discloses providing to the requesting consumer a list of 
channels defined by the requesting consumer's profile that contain information on the 
product, service or supplier specified by the requesting user (see col. 12 lines 55-65, 
col. 15 lines 49-66). 

Regarding claim 4, Kim discloses the requesting user chooses among the 
available channels before displaying the information on their terminal (see col. 12 lines 
55-65, col.1 5 lines 49-66). 

Regarding claims 5 and 18, Kim discloses the providing consumer or their 
terminal classifies the entered information into channels (see col. 12 lines 55-65, col. 15 
lines 44-66). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 9, Kim discloses providing consumer specifies the 
channel(s) into which information is to be input, and inputs information into the or each 
specified channel (see col. 12 lines 55-65, col. 15 lines 44-66). 

Regarding claim 7, Kim discloses a method of sharing consumer information 
between consumers via a communications network that comprises a data store 
accessible by a plurality of terminals each associated with a respective consumer, the 
method comprising: 

a requesting (see col. 12 lines 55-64) consumer entering into their terminal a 
request for information about a product, service or supplier and uploading that request 
to the network; 

identifying (see col. 12 lines 39-54) the requesting consumer and recalling a 
stored profile that identifies channels corresponding to consumer issues of interest to 
the requesting consumer; 

retrieving (see col. 8 lines 31-44) from the data store classified information about 
the product, service or supplier uploaded by a providing consumer to the data store; and 

downloading (see col. 14 lines 39-67) the classified information to the requesting 
consumer if that information relates to the product, service or supplier and was 
classified into any of the channels defined by a stored profile that identifies channels 
corresponding to consumer issues of interest to the requesting consumer. 

Regarding claim 8, Kim discloses a method of sharing consumer information 
between consumers via a communications network that comprises a data store 
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accessible by a plurality of terminals each associated with a respective consumer, the 
method comprising: 

a providing (see col. 12 lines 55-65, "user selects a menu item" corresponds to 
"providing consumer entering information") consumer entering information about a 
product, service or supplier into their terminal for uploading to the data store and 
classifying the information into channels in accordance with consumer issues of 
potential interest to a requesting consumer (see col. 12 lines 39-55). 

Regarding claim 10, Kim discloses a method of sharing consumer information 
between consumers via a communications network that comprises a data store 
accessible by a plurality of terminals each associated with a respective consumer, such 
that a providing consumer can enter information about a product, service or supplier into 
a first terminal and upload that information to the data store, and a requesting consumer 
can enter a request for information about the product, service or supplier and download 
that information from the data store (see col. 3 line 65 through col.4 line 56), wherein the 
method comprising: 

storing (see col. 5 lines 55-65) the uploaded information classified into channels, 
each channel relating to a particular consumer issue about the product, service or 
supplier; 

in response to a request for information, identifying the requesting consumer and 
recalling a profile that identifies the channels corresponding to consumer issues of 
interest to the requesting consumer (see col. 12 lines 38-55); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/992,240 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2684 

downloading the classified information to the requesting consumer if that 
information relates to the product, service or supplier and was classified into any of the 
channels defined by the profile (see col. 14 lines 39-66). 

Regarding claims 15-17, Kim discloses a system for sharing consumer 
information between consumers (see col.3 line 65 through col.4 line 56), the system 
comprising: 

a communications network accessible by first and second terminals (see 140, 
fig. 14) each associated with a respective consumer, such that a providing consumer 
can enter information about a product, service or supplier into a first terminal and upload 
that information to the network (see col. 12 lines 55-65); 

means for classifying (see col. 12 lines 39-55) the entered information into 
channels, each channel relating to a particular consumer issue about the product, 
service or supplier; 

a data store being part of the network (see col.5 lines 55-66 and col. 12 lines 55- 
65) for storing the classified information; a second terminal for the requesting consumer 
to enter a request for information about the product, service or supplier; 

means responsive to the request to recognize the requesting consumer and to 
recall a profile that identifies the channels corresponding to consumer issues of interest 
to the requesting consumer (see col. 12 lines 39-55); and 

a filter (see 1300, fig.3) responsive to the requesting consumer's profile, the filter 
being set to permit download of information to the requesting consumer if that 
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information relates to the product, service or supplier and was classified into any of the 
channels defined by the requesting consumer's profile (see col. 14 lines 39-66). 

Regarding claim 13, Kim discloses the requesting consumer bookmarks the 
product, service or supplier (see col ,4 lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 14, Kim discloses information is downloaded to a different 
terminal to that into which the requesting user entered the request for information (see 
col.7 lines 10-29). 

Regarding claim 19, Kim discloses everything as claim 1 above. More 
specifically, Kim discloses "responsive to a request for information to recognize the 
requesting consumer and to recall a profile that identifies the channels corresponding to 
consumer issues of interest to the requesting consumer (see col. 12 lines 39-54). 

Regarding claim 24, Kim discloses a terminal programmed to enable a providing 
consumer and a requesting consumer to share consumer information, the terminal 
comprising: 

means for enabling the providing consumer to enter information about a product, 
service or supplier for uploading to a communications network (see col .4 lines 5-14); 
and 

means for classifying the information into channels in accordance with consumer 
issues of potential interest to the requesting consumer (see col. 12 lines 39-54). 

Regarding claim 20, Kim discloses storing the requesting consumer's profile and 
retrieving the requesting consumer's profile from storage in response to the request for 
information (see col. 5 lines 55-66). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 11-12, and 21-23, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kim in view of Stern et al. (US Patent 2002/0174035). 

Regarding claims 11-12 and 21-22, Kim fails to disclose a unique 
alphanumeric/code identifier associated with the product, service or supplier. 

Stern et al. disclose a unique alphanumeric/code identifier associated with the 
product, service or supplier (see fig.6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Kim 
with the above teaching of Stern et al. in order provide program code for facilitating the 
placement of an item for sale. 

Regarding claim 23, the modified Kim discloses the uniquely coded identifier 
comprises a barcode or a RF tag (see Stern et al., par.0022). 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tu Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305-3427. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MAUNG NAY A, can be reached at (703) 308-7749. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office at (703) 306-0377. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

April 7, 2004 

NAY MAUNG 
SUPERVISORY PKTENT EXAMINER 



